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of a family place. It’s more and more a place
full of exceptional people with good values and
deep ties, either to their spouses and children
who are with them while they’re in the service
or to their parents back home.

And so when we make a decision, when I
make a decision, like the decision to deploy
our troops to carry out the peace mission in
Bosnia, it’s a family decision, it affects families,
and I am very mindful of that. And one of
the things that I really appreciate is the extent
to which caring for the families, thinking about
their needs, making sure that they’re treated
in the proper way is a big part of the mission
now. And I think that’s something that we have
gotten better at and something I hope we will

continue to get better at, because if we’re going
to have a volunteer Army, we want the very
best people in it and we want people to be
able to succeed in uniform but also in their
family roles. And that is very, very important
to me—especially at Christmastime I guess I’m
thinking a lot about it, but all year long we
have to be better and better and better at that,
because this is a family commitment as well
as an American commitment.

Mr. Garvey. Thank you. I appreciate your
time.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 4:40 p.m. at the
Rheinlander Club.

Statement on the Death of General Maxwell R. Thurman
December 2, 1995

We mourn the passing yesterday of Gen. Max-
well R. Thurman, USA, Ret., whose dedicated
and exceptional service is cherished by everyone
who knew of his extraordinary courage, enduring
vision, and selfless service. During a distin-
guished career which culminated in his service
as commander in chief of the U.S. Southern
Command, General Thurman achieved promi-
nence as a disciplined thinker, organizer, and
leader. His foresight and leadership in a succes-

sion of key recruiting, personnel, military doc-
trinal development, and training assignments
during the 1970’s and eighties helped shape the
post-Vietnam Army and transform it into the
high-quality, ready-to-fight force of today.

To General Thurman’s family and friends and
to the Army community, I extend my heartfelt
condolences. We will remember him as one of
America’s finest soldiers and most capable mili-
tary leaders.

The President’s News Conference With European Union Leaders in
Madrid, Spain
December 3, 1995

Prime Minister Gonzalez. Thank you very
much. It is our pleasure to welcome to Madrid
President Clinton as well as the President of
the Commission. And as you have seen, we have
just finished signing the new transatlantic agen-
da, along with an action plan. Thanks to this
document and this summit between the Euro-
pean Union and the United States, we hope
to be taking a new step forward, a quantitative
leap forward, and to undertake new common
action. This is enshrined in the documents we
have just signed.

For the Spanish Presidency, I would like to
state that this was one of our priorities. We
had a meeting in Cannes in June, and we de-
cided to prepare an agenda for the next years
until the end of the century. Since then we
have been working very hard, and the United
States high-level group as well as the Commis-
sion and Spain have worked very efficiently. And
as you will see clearly from these documents,
we have a clear-cut vocation to work together
from the political point of view in promoting
democracy and human rights as well as from
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